PRESS RELEASE

Dresden, 2 June 2016

VON ARDENNE SIGNS CONTRACTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF THIN-FILM
PHOTOVOLTAICS COATING SYSTEMS
VON ARDENNE has received another major contract following the order of a coating system for the
mirrors of the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope (LSST) in March.
Last week, VON ARDENNE concluded contracts for the delivery of several coating systems for the
production of thin-film photovoltaic modules with subsidiaries of China National Building Materials
(CNBM), the leading state-owned building material industry group in China. The contracts were signed at
the SNEC 2016, the leading Asian trade show for Photovoltaics in Shanghai.
The equipment will be used for the production of CIGS solar modules1 in two 300MW-plants in Bengbu
(province Anhui) and Jiangyin (province Jiangsu) as well as the production of CdTe solar modules2
in an 100MW-plant in Chengdu (province Sichuan). State-of-the-art coating systems deposit ultrathin functional layers on glass substrates in the so-called magnetron sputtering process. These glass
substrates will be further processed into solar modules.
The equipment will be gradually delivered and taken into operation within the next two years. This
investment is part of CNBM’s long-range plan to build factories for the production of photovoltaic
modules with an overall annual capacity of 15GW worldwide.
With its many years of experience, VON ARDENNE is among the leading suppliers of advanced
technology and first-class vacuum coating equipment and the world‘s leading supplier in this market
segment. This know-how and the capability to implement such a major project in this short period of
time were decisive for awarding the contracts to the Dresden-based high-tech company.

CIGS solar modules derive their name from the semiconducting material: copper indium gallium diselenide. The
CIGS layer absorbs the majority of the irradiated light.

1

CdTe modules are named after the semiconductor material used. In this case cadmium telluride which also forms
the absorber film for this type of module.

2

ABOUT VON ARDENNE
VON ARDENNE develops and manufactures equipment for industrial coatings on materials such
as glass, wafers, metal strip and polymer films. These coatings give the surfaces new functional
properties and can be between one nanometer and a few micrometers thin, depending on the
application. The coated materials are the basis for products such as architectural glass, solar
modules or touch screens.
VON ARDENNE is a leading provider of architectural glass coating equipment and coating
systems for thin-film photovoltaics. The family-owned company with subsidiaries in China,
Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan and the USA relies on customer proximity in order to offer ideal on-site
service. VON ARDENNE equipment is in operation in more than 50 countries around the world.
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Equipment Signing Ceremony at SNEC, Shanghai, 24 May 2016
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